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CMA’s VIVA! & Gala Around Town presents 
Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia: 
Nomads, Mystics and Troubadours 


“An evening of fascinating revelations.” —The Times (UK) 


CLEVELAND (September 27, 2007)—The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) acclaimed 
VIVA! & Gala Around Town announces the first performance in its special Music of Central Asia 
and the Near East mini-series, with The Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia: Nomads, Mystics and 
Troubadours at 7:30 p.m. on October 21 at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History (CMNH). 

The Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia showcases 17 musicians from Central Asia as they 
share their mastery of traditions at once ancient and contemporary. This is a rare opportunity to hear 
music from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Qaragalpakstan. The concert will feature a 
panoramic range of vocal and instrumental music accompanied by supertitles with translations of song 
lyrics and introductory documentary films about the featured musicians. 

The artists, several of whom will make their North American debut, include the legendary 
Azerbaijani vocalist Alim Qasimov and his daughter Fargana; Bardic Divas, four women from 
Kazakhstan and Qaraqalpakstan who demonstrate the power and beauty of the female voice; and the 
Badakhshan Ensemble, which performs trance-inducing mystical songs from the Pamir Mountains of 
Tajikistan and Afghanistan. 

The Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia will be preceded by the lecture Mystics, Nomads and 
Troubadours in Central Asian Music, presented by Theodore Levin at 6 p.m. Levin, professor at 
Dartmouth College, first visited Central Asia in 1974 and has been traveling there ever since. He is 
the author of The Hundred Thousand Fools of God: Musical Travels in Central Asia (and Queens, 
New York) and Where Rivers and Mountains Sing: Sound, Music, and Nomadism in Tuva and 
Beyond. The lecture is free with the concert ticket. 

Admission to the performance is $35; $33 for CMA members. Special group and student rates 
are available. To purchase tickets to this event, and others in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series, 
call the CMA Box Office at 1-888-CMA-0033 or on online at www.clevelandart.org/tickets. The 
Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia performance takes place in Murch Auditorium at CMNH, | Wade 
Oval Drive in Cleveland. Valet parking will be available for $5. 
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VIVA! & Gala Around Town 

The next performance in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series will be SO Percussion on 
Friday, November 9, 2007. Called "astonishing and entrancing" by Billboard, SO Percussion gives 
fresh voice to contemporary music. Devoted to the conceptual dreamscapes of Reich, Iannis Xenakis, 
John Cage, and others, So has created a disciplined work ethic, learning pieces whole—memorized 
and absorbed—instead of merely read. They perform a program of works by Steve Reich, Jason 
Treuting and Paul Lansky. For more information and to view a complete listing of this year’s 
performers, dates and venues visit www.clevelandart.org/viva 

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic 
growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made 
possible in part by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical 
Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society and Margaret W. 
Wong & Associates, Co., LPA. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The 
Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more 


information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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